Chapter 5 Child Rearing Support

E

1. People Involved in Raising a Child (Q10)

Q10 [card 7]
From the time of (name of child)’s birth until now, who have taken care of (hame of child)?
List all the people, as many as you want, who have taken care of (name of child). (Multiplg|
Answer)
1. Spouse/Partner
2. Child’s brothers and/or sisters
3. My/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live with us
4, My/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live separately from us
5.  Babysitter or housekeeper
6.  Staff at childcare center or other facility
7. Nursery school / Kindergarten teacher
8.  Staff at extended care facility or after school program
9.  Family daycare ("Day Mother”)
10. Neighbors, friends who are raising children themselves (play group, etc.)
11.  Only me (have never been helped by anyone)

We asked parents what sorts of people have been involved in taking care of their

children from their birth to the present time.
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(1) Rankings

Overall, more than 80% of parents in all countries listed their “spouse/partner” as
the person who has taken care of their children the most, putting them in the first place of
ranking. The other individuals of the second rank and below vary depending on a country.

The “spouse/partner” is 95% and in the first place in Japan’s ranking. It also marks
the highest percentage among the six countries. The second highest in the ranking is
“my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live separately from us” (58%). The third
place is “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live with us” (40%). Thus, many
parents have responded that their children have been taken care of by their own or their
spouses’ parents as well as brothers or sisters. Korea, where relationships among relatives
are assumed to be stronger than those in Japan, is different from Japan. On contrary to
what one might expect, “nursery school/kindergarten teacher” (32%) comes in second place
of the ranking in Korea, and it is followed by “staff at a childcare center or other facility”
(31%) in third place. In fourth place is “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who
live separately from us” (29%) and in fifth place is “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or
sisters who live with us” (24%), but both percentages are smaller than those of Japan in the
same places. In Thailand, second place is “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who
live with us” (33%), and third place is “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who
live separately from us.” These people listed in the second and third highest places
symbolize the strong bonds with relatives in Thailand. It is likewise representative of the
United States that “babysitter or housekeeper” (41%) comes in third place, following after
“my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live with us” (56%) in second place in the
ranking.

In France, parents listed “nursery school/kindergarten teacher” (46%) in second
place and “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live with us” (43%) in third
place. The second place in the Sweden’s ranking is “staff at childcare center or other
facility” (68%), and third place is “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live
with us” (53%). As it seems, all of these people for France and Sweden are listed with
relatively high percentages.

It is remarkable that many parents answered “babysitter or housekeeper” as a
person being involved in taking care of their children in the United States, whereas the
rates are particularly low in the Asian countries. It is only 2% (ninth place) in Japan, 3%
(ninth place) in Korea, and 4% (eighth place) in Thailand.

For “neighbors, friends who are raising children themselves (play group, etc.)”, the
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rates are relatively high in the United States and in Japan with 31% (5th place) and 22%
(7th place) respectively, whereas it is quite low in Thailand (4%) and Korea (7%). The
percentage for “staff at extended care facility or after-school program” is high in Sweden
(36%), while it is very low within 1% in Korea and Thailand. Thus, there are inferred
differences in childcare systems largely depending on each country.

Looking at the average number of people involved in taking care of a child, Sweden
has the most (3.61) followed by the United States (3.39) and Japan (3.17), while the lowest
average is by Thailand (1.88). Furthermore, in Thailand, there seems to be a relatively

high percentage (7%) for “only me (have never been helped by anyone).”
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Table II-5-1 People involved in taking care of child (Multiple Answer)
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St:ﬁt:: srllocizz:e Child's brothers St:t]::: gtti‘;z:e Babysitter/house Child's brothers
6th ¢ . ansd/or sisters Only me ¢ o keeper who come| ansd/or sisters
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) ) ) Child’s brothers | Staff at extended )
7th Neighbours Neighbours Neighbours ansd/or sisters | care facility etc. Neighbours
223 6.6 44 16.5
23.4 145
Staff at extended ] Parents ets. Who| Parents ets. Who Family daycare
8th care facility etc. Only me Babysitter/house|  jive with us live with us staff
53 keeper 120
7.2 19.4 11.2 g
Babysitter/house |Babysitter/house St?:(:: zr'l)‘i‘;z:e Staff at extended . Parents ets. Who
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to our home to our home facility 11.2
21 25 3.0 10.1 11.9
onl Staff at extended| Staff at extended| Family daycare | Family daycare kBaby&tte}:/house
10th nly me care facility etc. | care facility etc. staff staff eeper who come
1.0 56 9.6 to our home
0.5 0.2 . : 11.5
Family daycare Family daycare Family daycare
11th staff staff staff O”LV7me 0”2’ o Onzysme
0.3 - 0.1 ’ ) :
Average
number off
responses 3.17 232 1.88 3.39 2.83 3.61

* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding “no response”) by
the number of completed questionnaires.
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(2) Whether Both Parents Are Working or Not

If we look at the people involved in taking care of a child by types of family whether
both parents are working or whether a family has a full-time housewife/househusband,
“staff at childcare center or other facility” is 46% in Japan for the families with both
parents working, and it is 4 times higher than the 11% of families with a full-time
househusband/full-time housewife. Moreover, the number of “my/spouse’s parents, brothers
and/or sisters who live with us” is greater for the families of working parents than for the
families of a fulltime housewife/husband, but the percentage for “my/spouse’s parents,
brothers and/or sisters who live separately from us” is rather less for the families of
working parents. The results show that the childcare support from “babysitter or
housekeeper” (2%) is hardly used in Japan even by the families with both parents working.

Families with both parents working also seem to have an inevitable association
with the “staff at a childcare center or other facility” in Korea, Sweden, France, and the
United States, though there is hardly any difference in Thailand as it is 4% for the families
of both parents working. “My/Spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live separately
from us” is much higher for families with both working parents in the United States, Korea,
France, and Thailand, while it is less in Japan and Sweden where instead the percentage of
“my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live with us” is more. As for the families
with both parents working in Sweden, the rate of “staff at childcare center or other facility”
(73%) is high and, in fact, the highest among the six countries. In the United States,
“babysitter or housekeeper” shows the greater involvement with families with both parents
working (49%) than with families with fulltime housewives/househusbands (31%). France
also shows an increased association of “babysitter or housekeeper” with families of both
parents working, whereas there is no difference in Sweden. Moreover, in the five countries
except Japan, the percentage of parents who answered “only me” is clearly less for the
families with both parents working than for the families with full-time
housewives/husbands. The opposite result in Japan is incomprehensive; some parents from

families with both working parents may be conceptually feeling “only me.”
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Table 11-5-2 People involved in taking care of child (Multiple Answer) [whether both parents working or not]

(%)
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il widn Wi || g 90.2 11.6 33.5 26.7 4.7 3.8 19.3 0.2 0.2 45 42 -
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housewife/husband | 252 86.9 5.6 31.7 21.8 1.6 2.0 15.9 0.4 5.2 8.7
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USA =8 .
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Wil widn Wil || g 96.1 21.0 13.1 53.8 10.3 72.6 45.2 39.2 13.8 16.1 0.7 0.2
parents  working
Sweden ——
Pamily with full time 1\ 94.4 10.8 8.2 55.0 10.4 54.5 29.9 22.1 8.7 13.0 1.3 0.4

housewife/husband
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(3) Comparison with the Survey Results from 1994

The fact that the “spouse/partner” is the number one person involved in taking
care of a child in all countries has not changed from the past survey results.

In Japan, it stands out that the rate of “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or
sisters who live separately from us” has increased by more than 10% from 46% to 58%,
while the rate of “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live with us” has
decreased by a few points from 43% to 40%. There are no other significant changes in terms
of ranking and rates, other than a slight increase in the rate of “neighbors, friends who are
raising children themselves.”

In Korea, the percentage of “nursery school/ kindergarten teacher” has remarkably
increased from 10% to 32%. Like Japan, the increase of parents’ responses for “my/spouse’s
parents, brothers and/or sisters who live separately from us” can be attributed to the
increased numbers of two-generation households in the past 10 years from 77% to 87%.
Although there is some decrease in the number of three-generation households from 15% to
10%, the rate of “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live with us” has not
changed. This is presumably because the percentage of households in which both husband
and wife are working is high in cases when they are living with their parents.

In Thailand, the percentage of “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who
live with us” has decreased by 12%, while the percentage of “my/spouse’s parents, brothers
and/or sisters who live separately from us” has increased by 4%. Furthermore, it is
remarkable that the participation of “nursery school /kindergarten teacher” has increased
from 8% to 19%. It is also notable that childcare support by relatives living together with
the parents has decreased in all three Asian countries.

The percentage of “babysitter or housekeeper” has increased from 29% to 41% in
the United States. In Sweden, the percentages of “spouse/partner” and “my/spouse’s
parents, brothers and/or sisters who live separately from us” have decreased about 6~14%.
Instead, the percentage of "nursery school/kindergarten teacher” has increased from 23% to
42%.

The average number of items answered per person has increased in Japan, Korea,
and the United States, even though there was 1 more item than in the previous survey 10
years ago. As observed in the increased number of associations with official childcare
systems and organizations, children are being raised through relationships with various

kinds of people in all countries.
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Table 1I-5-3 [1994] People involved in taking care of child (Multiple Answer)

(%)
Japan Korea Thailand USA UK Sweden
1st Spouse/partner Spouse/partner Spouse/partner Spouse/partner Spouse/partner Spouse/partner
95.2 820 840 86.9 88.6 959
. |Parents etc. who live |Parents etc. who live . Parents aicwho Staff at childcare
Parents etc. who live IR [ Parents etc. who live| live separate from center or other
2nd separate from us separate from us us facility
464 2819 440 515 64.1 66.5
Parents etc. who live : : Nursery school/ Nursery school/ Parents =
ith Parents etc. who live |Parents etc. who live| Iyl | i y live separate from
3rd IR G separate from us separate from us kindergarten teacher [kindergarten teacher e
425 228 195 b ol 66.0
Nursery school/ Nursery school/ Child's brc?thers Babysd;]ter/housel;ee Babysﬁ;er/house:e Child's bro.thers
4th kindergarten teacher | kindergarten teacher and/or sister per who comes 1o | eper who comes 1o and/or sister
321 9.9 06 our home our home 290
I I - 290 26.6 E
Child’s brothers Child’s brothers
5th and/or sister and/or sister Neighbours Neighbours Neighbours Neighbours
838 256 222 258
30.6 9.1
Stafftat ch||ciﬁare Nursery school/ Stafftat chll(:ﬁare Parents etc. who Staff at extended
6th center or other Only me Kind rten teach center or other live with us care facility ets.
facility 90 indergarten teacher facility
263 78 253 149 242
e—i ; Parents etc.who live Staff at childcare
Neighbours Neighbours Live—in babysitter with I:JS center or other | Nursery school/
7th 189 46 or housekeeper facility kindergarten teacher
’ ’ 5.7 el
22.7 125
Staff at extended Stafftat chll(:ﬁare Child’s brothers Child’s brothers Babysitter/houseke
8th care facility ets. center or other Only me and/or sister and/or sister eper who comes to
facility 42 our home
5.7 22 215 125 226
Babysitter/housekee Stafftat chil(iﬁare Staff at extended Staff at extended |Parents etc.who live
9th People at work per who comes to cenfer Tto er care facility ets. care facility ets. with us
15 our home aciiity
09 3.7 90 32 132
Live—in babysitter Babysitter/housekee Live—in babysitter
Only me per who comes to Only me People at work
10th or housekeeper or housekeeper
1.1 our home 25 26
038 12 48
Babysitter/housekee Live—in babysitter Live—in babysitter
per who comes to People at work People at work People at work
11th h 06 06 34 or housekeeper or housekeeper
our] gme I . . 23 292
Live—in babysitter Staff at extended Staff at extended
12th or housekeeper care facility ets. care facility ets. Only me People at work Only me
27 1.0 0.1
03 - 05
A
verage 3.02 1.65 1.90 3.18 2.96 3.71
number of
responses
* “Staff at extended care facility etc.” is not applicable for Korea data.

number of completed questionnaires.

* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding “no response”) by the
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2. Concerns and Problems in Raising a Child (Q12)
Q12 [card 9]

While raising (name of child), do you ever have concerns or problems about the

issues on the card? Choose as many concerns or problems as apply. (M.A.)

N

Education expenses cost too much

Our house is too small

| don’t spend enough time with my child

Having a child and a job is difficult

I’'m concerned about how my child will fare at school
I’'m concerned about my child getting sick or disabled
I’'m concerned that my child is slow to develop

| worry for my child’s safety

Problems related to taking examinations or graduation/advancement

-

Bullying or discrimination my child encounters from others

oo v e N oA e

-

Others ( please specify )

—
N

Nothing in particular

We asked parents what sort of worries or problems they have in raising their
children by having them choose as many concerns or problems as applicable from 10

answer options.

(1) Ranking
In Japan, what parents listed most as their concerns or problems in raising

children are “I worry for my child’s safety” (47%) as the highest percentage and “I don’t
spend enough time with my child” (27%) in the second place of the ranking. The
remaining concerns included: “education expenses cost too much” (26%), “our house is too
small” (21%), “I'm concerned about my child getting sick or disabled” (19%), and “I'm
concerned about how my child will fare at school” (18%).

In Korea, parents’ concerns and problems in raising their children are “education
expenses cost too much” (53%) in first place, “I don’t spend enough time with my child”
(38%) in second place, as well as “I'm concerned about my child getting sick or disabled”

(32%), and “Our house is too small” (26%). While the biggest concern of parents in Japan
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is “I worry for my child’s safety,” it is only in eighth place in Korea (18%) and the

percentage is low as well. In Thailand, the highest number of parents answered “I worry

for my child’s safety” (73%), and it also reached the highest percentage among the six

countries. The other issues that parents in Thailand are concerned about are, “I'm

concerned about my child getting sick or disabled” (49%), “education expenses cost too

much” (46%), and “Problems related to taking examinations or graduation/advancement”

(32%).

Table II-5-4 Concerns and problems in raising a child (Multiple Answer)

(%)
Japan Korea Thailand USA France Sweden
L Educational = S G
Worry for child's Worry for child’s Worry for child’s Worry for child's
expenses cost too
1st safety h safety safety safety
46.9 e 72.6 50.7 426
52.6
, , ; Educational .
Don't spent enough | Don't spent enough |Concerned about sick s Bullying or
ond time with child time with chid or disabled expenses cost too [child's life at schooll . ° "=
much
26.7 37.8 487 436 375 346
Educational ; Educational ; .
Concerned about sick S Concerned about sick '
expenses cost too disabled expenses cost too child’s life at school disabled Aoy for ol s
3rd h or aisable h or aisal Safety
muc| muc 33.0
25.8 323 45.9
School and \ ] ]
4th House is too small | House is too small entrance | child’s life at school
20.7 259 examination
32.2 \ 26.7
Concerned about sick School and Bullying or Having a child and a|Having a child and a|Having a child and a
5th or disabled entrance discrimination Job Job Job
examination 274
18.9 220 : 28.9 25.1 26.0
Educational :
st |chid's ife at sohoollohild's e at schoollchild's lfe at school] House is too small | expenses cost too Gonoermed about sick
27.1 much
18.2 21.2 272 219 241
School and Child’s slow Child's slow  |Concerned about sick| ~ Child's slow _
7th entrance de velopment development or disabled development House is too small
examination 20.5
16.5 18.5 209 27.0 19.4
Having a child and a| Worry for child's ] Bullying or ) School and
iob House is too small L House is too small entrance
8th Jo safety discrimination N
19.8 17.9 examination
13.3 18.1 20.9 72
Bullying or Having a child and a | School and Bullying or Child’s slow
9th discrimination Jjob : entr.anc.e discrimination development
12.8 \ _ examination 153
: 17.6 \ \ 14 . 44
Child's slow Bullying or  |Havinga childand a|  Child's slow School and Educational
10th development discrimination job development entrance expenses cost too
examination much
5.2 16.2 146 85 129 23
Average
number of 2.05 2.62 3.26 290 2.58 223
responses

* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding “nothing
particular”) by the number of completed questionnaires.

208



In both the United States and France, the biggest concern of parents in raising a
child is “I worry for my child’s safety.” In the United States, “education expenses cost too
much” (44%) is the second most concern of parents, and the third is “I'm concerned about
how my child will fare at school” (36%). The second and third highest concerns of parents in
France are, “I'm concerned about how my child will fare at school” (38%) and “I'm
concerned about my child getting sick or disabled” (35%). In fourth place of the rankings for
the United States and France is the same again* “I don’t spend enough time with my child.”

In Sweden, parents are most worried about “I don’t spend enough time with my
child” (41%), with “bullying or discrimination my child encounters from others” (35%)
coming in second place, and “I worry for my child’s safety” (33%) in third place. Only 2% of
parents think “education expenses cost too much,” which is most notable in that it is the

lowest in the ranking at 10th place.

209



(2) Gender of Parents

When we divide each item by gender of the parents, mothers generally have more
concerns and problems than fathers do in all six countries. The only exception is the item “I
don’t spend enough time with my child,” for which more fathers are concerned about than
mothers. Especially among the six countries, there are many fathers who are feeling “I
don’t spend enough time with my child” in Korea (49%), Sweden (45%), and Japan (41%).
Japan shows the largest difference of 25% between fathers and mothers: mothers 16% and
fathers 41%. Korea also shows a large difference of 23% between fathers and mothers. If we
look at only Japanese fathers, the items of “I don’t spend enough time with my child” and “I
worry for my child’s safety” are both at 41% and tied in first place for concerns by fathers.
Likewise, “I don’t spend enough time with my child” is in first place in Sweden and in
second in Korea for what fathers are most concerned about in raising their children.
Thailand, although it is also an Asian country, shows merely a slight difference of 2%
between fathers and mothers for the item of “I don’t spend enough time with my child,” and

it 1s in the seventh place out of 10 for fathers’ concerns.

Fig. II-5—1 Concerns and problems in raising a child (Multiple Answer) [by parent’s gender]
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Even though fathers want to spend more time with their children, only 9% of fathers in
Japan and 14% of fathers in Korea think that “having a child and a job is difficult.” The
item of “having a child and a job is difficult” mostly appears to be an issue for mothers in
the United States (37%), and there is a 16% difference for fathers. Similarly in Japan,
mothers are also concerned more than fathers are with a difference of 7%, whereas it is
only a 1% difference between fathers and mothers in Sweden. It is interesting that fathers
(28%) are more concerned than mothers (23%) are in France.

For the items of “I worry for my child’s safety” and “I’'m concerned about how my
child will fare at school,” the number of mothers who are concerned is more than fathers in
all the countries, while the differences between fathers and mothers are relatively small in
Sweden. There is a comparatively small difference between fathers and mothers for “our

house 1s too small” in all the countries.

Fig. II-5—-2 Concerns and problems in raising a child (Multiple Answer) [by parent’s gender]

<Having a child and a job is difficult>
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(3)Whether Both Parents are Working or Not

“I don’t spend enough time with my child” is a growing concern among families with both
working parents in all 6 countries. In Japan, concern differs between families with both
working parents (34%) and families with a full-time housewife/househusband (19%). In

Korea, 53% of families with both working parents and 29% of families with a full-time
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housewife/househusband are concerned about this, but with a difference of 24%.

A high percentage of families with both working parents in all 6 countries worry that
“Having a child and a job is difficult”, and while a big difference is noted in the United
States, Korea, and France, almost no difference is observed between families with both
working parents and those with a full-time housewife/househusband in Sweden.

In Japan and the United States, more families with both working parents raise
“Education costs too much” as a concern compared to families with a full-time
housewife/househusband, but in Thailand and France more families with a full-time
housewife/househusband raise this concern. It appears that in some cases both parents
work because of the heavy burden of education expenses, etc., but in others parents feel the
burden of education expenses more keenly because they only have a single income. For the
other attributes, comparatively little difference was observed in all 6 countries between

families with both working parents and those with a full-time housewife/househusband.

(4) Children’s Age
“Problems related to taking examinations or graduation/advancement” was raised less
frequently than expected, so we looked at whether this became more of a concern as

children grew older.

Looking only at families with children aged 10~12, parents’ biggest concern in Japan was
“I worry for my child’s safety”, followed by “I don’t spend enough time with my child”.
Although the overall ranking does not change, “Problems related to taking examinations or
graduation/advancement” joined in 2rd place. This attribute ranks 7th overall but jumps to
3rd for families with children aged 10 or above. Looking at changes in ranking, although
“Education expenses cost too much” remains the biggest concern in Korea, “Problems
related to taking examinations or graduation/advancement” has jumped from 5th to 3rd, In
Thailand, it has moved up from 4th to 3rd, and it is remarkable that this concern does not
rise above 5th irrespective of the children’s age in the United States, France and Sweden.

In terms of the average number of attributes identified as concerns or problems,
Thailand had the most (3.23), followed by the United States, France, Korea and Sweden;
parents in Japan raised the least number of concerns (2.19) of the 6 countries. The number

of attributes raised as concerns increases as the age of children increases in all countries.
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(5) Comparison with the Research from 1994

Since the options consisted of 18 items in the previous research of 1994, it is
difficult to do a simple, direct comparison. However, it is still possible to compare the
higher-ranking items because the items marked higher in the ranking of the 1994 research
have also been used in this survey.

The average number of items chosen by each person is incomparable since we
asked the question with more than 18 answer options to choose from in the previous survey.
Instead, to sort the countries in the previous survey of 1994 by the total number of items
selected in the descending order, parents in the United States selected the most number of
items, followed by Korea, Japan, England, Sweden, and Thailand. Thailand was the
country with the lowest number of concerns and problems 10 years ago. It is interesting
that Thailand has become the country of parents with the most number of concerns and
problems among the 6 countries this time.

In the case of Japan, there has been no change in that the parents’ concern of “I
worry for my child’s safety” has been in the first place since the previous survey. It is
worthy of notice, however, that “I don’t spend enough time with my child” was only in
seventh place (23%) in the survey in 1994 and it has moved up to second place (27%) this
time. The issue item of “I’'m concerned about my child getting sick or disabled” was in
second place (33%) last time, but the percentage has decreased to 19% and ranked down to
fifth place in this survey. The item of “education expenses cost too much” has stayed in

third place in the ranking of what parents are concerned most about in Japan.
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Table [I-5-5 Concerns and problems in raising a child (Multiple Answer)

Japan

3rd

4th

Child's physical safety

Cost of the child’s
education
29 5

Hausing problems

L
I
i

HI‘I' |I|‘| “
Il

Cost of the child's
education
284

&

Thailand

USA

UK

Sweden

Cost of the child's
education
59.7

46.9

Child's physical satety

Spending enough
time with the child
55.7

Financial situation at
home
59.0

Cost of the child's
education
21.8

home
324

Financial situation at

Child's physical safety
383

Spending enough
time with the child
55.7

Spending enough

Spending enough
time with the child
15.5

Child’s physical satety
50.9

time with the child
IO

317
I
“"” I “ "

.'| ||

f |||| ||||

Environment around

Child's physical safety

Child's life at school

il || ||||
Child's life at school

combining child-
rearing and a career

243

Financial situation at
home
239

Child’s life at school

5th 276 our home 149
26.3 358 240 22.7
Someone to assist || |||! i |I|||||| ||| AT\ \Childs\ \\\ \\\ III||| II T |||| || l||| |
6th School and entrance Housing problems ith child-reari ) ‘
i) e | e ||||
123 il \ \\\\*\&\ i || ||
Spending enough Child's life at school | ENvironment around | Combining child-rearing | Environment around ‘
Tth time with the child our home and a career our home
23.2 244 114 31.9 200
Child life at Spending enough Discrimination in Combining child-rearing Discrimination in
8th school time with the child |Housing problems 10.8 society and a career society
216 22.1 236 16.3 1.5
Financial situation at | ~School and entrance | Combining child-rearing | My relationship with School and entrance Environment around
9th home examinations and a career spouse(partner) examinations our home
20.7 19.8 10.2 215 15.3 9.9
Involvement of Financial situation at |[RGIAtIGN “il ““ "" et \‘\\\k Discrimination in Involvement of
10th spouse(partner) home w ‘ \ e society spouse(partner)
172 197 || sl 211 119 79
Combining child-rearing | Combining child-rearing |  School and entrance ) My relationship with )
11th and a career and a career examinations Housing problems spouse(partner) Housing problems
8.2 20.6 7.6
15.1 15.8 - 1.0
Environment around Involvement of My relationship with | Environment around | Sex problems among | My relationdhip with
12th our home spouse(partnert) spouse(partner) our home children spouse(parner)
12.9 149 65 204 10.2 71
My relationship with Someone to assist Child's life at Sex problems among Housi bl Local traditi
13th spouse(partner) with child-rearing school children ousmggpzro ems oca 6ra5 rtons
75 13.3 59 203 | '
. - Involvement of Involvement of Cost of the child’s Someone to assist
Family traditions Sex problems : . . .
14th 64 among children  11.9 spouse(partner) spouse(partner) education with child-rearing
5.6 20.3 9.2 538
Sex problem among Family traditions Discrimination in Someone to assist Involvement of School and entrance
15th children v 93 society with child-rearing spouse(partner) examinations
6.4 : 21 182 7.9 45
16th Local traditions D|sc|:r:(|:ri1eattlon " Local traditions Family traditions Family traditions Sex przﬁ!ﬁjr:esnamong
56 v 17 170 6.2
6.7 3.6
Discrimination in My relationship with . . School and entrance Someone to assist . .
. Family traditions . . . ) Family traditions
17th society spouse(partner) 12 examinations with child-rearing 27
41 5.1 ' 118 55 '
S 1 ist ild"
o.meon.e ° as.5|s Local traditions Sex prob!ems Local traditions Local traditions Cost of the. child's
18th with child-rearing among children education
43 1.8 24
41 1.0 23
Average
number of 3.20 3.56 2.00 5.30 3.07 274
responses

* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding “nothing
particular/don’t know” and “no answer”) by the number of completed questionnaires.
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The most significant change is of Japanese fathers during the past 10 years. In the
research of 1994, only 28% of Japanese fathers had chosen the item of “I don’t spend
enough time with my child,” and the number has increased to 41% in this research. At the
international symposium held after the previous survey, the question was raised by a
researcher from Sweden why fathers in Japan had never brought it up as a concern or
problem, even though they had spent the shortest time with their children among the six
countries. The change can be clearly observed that fathers in Japan have begun to
recognize that they should be more concerned about their not spending enough time with
their children. In the previous survey, Korean fathers also showed very little concern that
“I don’t spend enough time with my child” with 25%, however it has greatly increased to
49% this time. The amount of increase made by Korean fathers is greater than the change
made by Japanese fathers.

On the other hand, as for the item of “I don’t spend enough time with my child,” the
percentage of fathers has decreased from 60% to 37% in the United States, and similarly in
Sweden, the percentage of fathers concerning the same item has also decreased from 59%
to 45%. What does this result of decreases explain? It could be considered that fathers’
issue of not being able to spend enough time with their children has been improved
substantially in the Western countries during the last 10 years. It seems that a change in

fathers’ awareness has finally taken place in Korea and Japan.
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3. People/Source for Advice When Worries or Problems Arise (Q13)

Q13 [card 10]
When worries or problems have arisen in the course of raising (name of child), who
have you gone to for advice? List all of the people/source you go to for advice.

(Multiple answer)

-

Spouse / partner

My parents, brothers and/or sisters

My spouse’s parents, brothers, and/or sisters

Doctor, midwife, nurse or public health official

Teacher at school or daycare center staff or family daycare staff
Friends

Friends who are also raising children /people in a play group
Neighbors

Counselors, childcare support advisor or psychologist

© © ® N o 0 &~ 0D

-_—

Books and magazines on child-rearing

-_—
-

TV and/or radio program

-_—
N

Internet site

-_—
w

Person in official religious capacity(minister, priest, pastor, rabbi, etc.)

-_—
&

There is no one | can go to for advice

-_—
o

| don’t have any worries or problems

We asked parents to whom they have gone for advice when worries and problems
arose in the course of raising their children. There were 14 options of possible advisers to

be selected as many as applicable.
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(1) Ranking

In all six countries, the majority of respondents answered that they go to their
spouses or partners for advice as “spouse/partner” is listed in the first place of each
country’s ranking with the highest percentage of all. Moreover, the second place in the
rankings is also the same in all six countries; parents talk to “(my) parents, brothers,
and/or sisters” when they have worries or problems in the course of rearing their
children. 2% of parents in Thailand responded with “there is no one I can go to for advice”
(11th place), being the highest percentage for this item among the six countries, while it
is less than 1% and the lowest in the ranking (14th place) in all the other countries. It is
interesting that people at the top two and the lowest one are basically common in all
countries as universally fundamental people involved in child rearing support for
parents.

In Japan, “friends” (43%) is the third highest percentage, followed by “my
spouse’s parents, brothers, and/or sisters” (28%), “teacher at school or daycare center
staff or family daycare staff’ (23%), and so on.

In Korea, 95% of parents listed “spouse/partner,” and it is the highest percentage
of “spouse/partner” among the six countries. The percentage of “my parents, brothers,
and/or sisters” is 31% and is the second highest rate, though the percentage is relatively
low compared to 60% in Japan.

In Thailand, “my spouse’s parents, brothers, and/or sisters” ranks in the third
place, and it proves the importance of one’s own and one’s spouses parent generation as
advisers. Although it was expected that there would be a significant number of responses
for “person in official religious capacity (minister, priest, pastor, rabbi, etc.)” in Thailand,
it 1s unexpectedly low with less than 1% ranking at the lowest. It turns out that such a
religious or monastic person as a priest is not included as an adviser of child-rearing.

The United States shows the highest percentage for “my parents, brothers
and/or sisters” among the six countries with 64% of the parents’ ballots. Japan also
shows a high proportion of 60% following the United States. This result is related to the
ranking of people involved in taking care of a child (Q10) in which “my/spouse’s parents,
brothers and/or sisters who live separately from us” (65%) ranked in second place (58%
as the 2nd place in Japan). In Japan and the United States there seems to be a common
tendency that there is a strong relationship between a grandchild and grandparents,
though the grandparents are not living together. The people in the third place of the

United States ranking are “friends who are also raising children/people in a play group”
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(42%) being the highest percentage among the six countries.

In third place in France is “doctor, midwife, nurse or public health official” (33%),
and the percentage is high next to “my parents, brothers and/or sisters.”

“Teacher at school or daycare center staff or family daycare staff” is in third
place (39%) in Sweden’s ranking. For “teacher at school or daycare center staff or family
daycare staff,” both the ranking and the percentage are the highest among the six
countries. Moreover, “internet site” ranked at 10tk place with 12%. Similar to the United
States, the internet is also fulfilling the role of adviser when parents encounter a
problem in the course of child-rearing.

When comparing each country’s average number of answers, the most number is
made by parents of the United States (3.85), followed by Sweden (3.69). There are quite a
few types of people to whom parents go for advice in Thailand (1.76).
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Table II-5-6 People/Sources for advice when worries or problems arise (Multiple Answer) (%)
France Sweden
oot | Soe/Parner | Sooselranor | S
- R
Parents, Parents, Parents, Parents, Parents, Parents,
2nd brothers/sisters brothers/ sisters brothers/sisters brothers/sisters brothers/sisters brothers/ sisters
60.1 30.8 343 63.6 36.8 55.5
"l || ||| ||||| ||| ||||"||| |||||| ||| Spouse’sparents, Friends at play D Teachers at school
it il brothers/sister rou oc tor / staff at daycare
el ey group 33.2
il ll 13 423 30.2
Spouse’sparents, . Teachers at school
Ath brothz;s; sister Nelag;gors D;)gzor Dggcgor / staff2a6t4daycare Dg;t;r
Teachers at school| Teachers at school . Spouse’sparents, Friends at play II”""”ll“”“
5th / staff at daycare | / staff at daycare Ne|$gkéors brothers/sister group ) |||!i‘ f
234 137 ' 294 18.9 ||||||||| ||
b Friends at play | Teachers at school | Teachers at school| Spouse’sparents, Friends at play
6th ;>3ct:r group / staff at daycare | / staff at daycare brothers/ sister group
133 8.6 294 13.1 31.0
Neighb Spouse 'sparents, l!”'"”lll“" Books and Friend Books and
7th e|1g1 7ors brothers/sister '!"' ! i magazines rlseg s magazines
' 125 ||| I 246 : 246
Friends at play Internet site Books and Eriends Books and Spouse 'sparents,
8th group magazines 20.9 magazines brothers/sister
1.0 9.6 3.5 15 223
: o Counselors,advisor
Books .and Doctor TV and/or radio Person in r.eI|g|ous . TV and/or radio
9th magazines capacity psyc hologist
5.4 55 35 176 3 13.6
Internet site Books and Friends at play | Counselors,advisor TV and/or radio Internet site
10th magazines group psychologist 58
46 53 19 118 11.6
. . No one I can go for Intemet site . .
11th TV and/ or radio TV and/or radio advice Neighbors Neighbors
25 49 34 7.1
1.7 1.7
Counselors,advisor| person in religious Internet site Neighb Internet site Counselors,advisor
12th psychologist capacity e|g19”‘|3 ors psychologist
2.2 4.1 0.4 3.1 3.1
Person in religious Counselors,advisor | Gounselors,advisor . Person in religious | Person in religious
13 . . . TV and/or radio . .
th capacity psychologist psychologist 8.7 capacity capacity
1.0 13 0.2 ’ 0.9 2.8
No one I can go for| No one I can go for| Person in religious | No one I can go for[ No one I can go for| No one 1 can go for
14th advice advice capacity advice advice advice
0.1 03 0.1 038 0.8 03
Average
number of 2.94 2.36 1.76 3.85 2.33 3.69
responses

* The average number of responses is calculatedby dividing the total number of responses (excluding “no resonse”,”no
one for advice” “don’t have any problems”) by the number of completed questionnaires.
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(2) Comparison with the Research from 1994

Considering changes in the social environment, we have added 3 new answer
options such as 1) friends who are also raising children/people in a play group [to be
abbreviated as “friends who are also raising children”], 2) internet sites, and 3) persons in
official religious capacity (minister priest, pastor, rabbi, etc.), and we have removed the low
percentage item of “colleagues/coworkers” from the previous research. In fact, the results
show that “friends who are also raising children” play an important role that is still
different from “neighbors” and “other friends” in the United States (42%), Sweden (31%),
and France (19%). Furthermore, even though the proportions are not so large, “internet
site” also appears to be more helpful for parents than “T'V and/or radio program” in Japan,
Korea, and the United States.

It should be noted that there are no changes in the 1st and 2nd places in the
rankings of all the countries; “spouse/partner” has been the 1st place and “my parents,
brothers and/or sisters” have been the 2nd place for 10 years.

The United States also had the most average number of answers, followed by
Sweden in the previous research. It is the same as the research of this time. The country
with the least average number of answers was Korea in the previous research, and it has
changed to Thailand this time.

In Japan, though there has been almost no change in the order of ranking, the
proportion of “spouse/partner” has decreased by 7% and the proportions of “my parents,
brothers and/or sisters” and “friends” have increased by 10% each. While the percentage of
“neighbors” remains 11%, there was an additional 11% for the new item “friends who are
also raising children.” Therefore, over the 10 years, parents seem to be seeking advices
from a more open network of people such as relatives and friends rather than only from a

limited family environment.
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4. The Ideal Environment for Raising a Child (Q14)

Q14 [card 11]
For raising (name of child), what sort of things do you wish were available or were

more readily available? Choose as many things as apply. (multiple answer)

1. Places where child and friends can play freely

Places where | can get advice and learn about child-rearing
Facilities where | can feel comfortable leaving my child

A system of parental leave available to either parent

A working environment that allows parents to spend ample time

Financial aid for raising and educating children

N o g bk~ w Db

Nothing in particular

We asked parents what sort of things they wish were available or were more
readily available when raising a child, and had them choose as many options as applicable
from 6 answer options. The six options in this research were exactly the same options used
in the research of 1994 so that we should be able to compare changes and similarities over

the 10 years.
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Table II-5-7 [1994] People/Sources for advice when worries or problems arise (Multiple Answer)

My parents,sisters

My parents,sisters

Thailand

My parents,sisters

L

My parents,sisters,

|

My parents,sisters

My parents,sisters

2nd and/ or brothers and/ or brothers and/or brothers and/or brothers and/or brothers and/or brothers
52.6 279 41.7 59.8 46.0 415
I
3rd F II I!l " !! | Neighbours Doctor Doctor Doctor fFriends
ill ’||| | 144 29.1 48.0 440 36.7
My spouse'’s parents, My spouse'’s parents, Neighb. I!I"I I““ll”l !! Illll ||||| ||| Teachers at school or
4th brothers and/or sisters|brothers and/ or sisters eliO Zurs | ii||i' i ! |=I |!' I daycare centre staff
K 414 3012
260 127 I il 327
Teachers at school or . My spouse’s parents, | Books and magazines Teachers at school or
5th daycare centre staff Fr1|e2n5ds brothers and/ or sisters on child-rearing daycare centre staff D2°2°t7°"
19.0 ' 17.5 34.6 23.0 '
Docto Teachers at school or TV and/ or radio Teachers at school or My spouse’s parents, | Books and magazines
6th (1);7 " daycare centre staff programmes daycare centre staff |brothers and/or sisters on child—reaning
’ 108 12.3 31.7 21.0 20.5
Neighb D “ |||||| |||||||| My spouse's parents, | Books and magazines [ My spouse’s parents,
Tth elghbours %cgtor i !I fi brothers and/or sisters on child-rearing brothers and/or sisters
' lll 218 133 18.1
Peopl " Books and magazines | Teachers at school or Counsellors or other | Counsellors or other Peon «
8th eop Zz;t wo on child-rearing daycare centre staff professionals professionals €op 1643; wor
’ 6.7 9.2 16.6 9.4 ’
Books alnd maga.zmes TV and/or radio Books ahd magézmes Neighbours Neighbours Neighbours
9th on child-rearing programmes on child-rearing 14.9 85 83
8.2 53 8.6 : ’ :
Ccunsellor§ or other People at work People at work TV and/ or radio People at work TV and/or radio
10th professionals programmes programmes
3.9 55 46
22 14.4 6.9
TV and/or radio Counsellors or other Theris no—one [ There is no—one | Counsellors or other
. . People at work K A
11th programmes professionals can go to for advice 16 can go to for advice professionals
22 2.2 3.9 ’ 45 47
There is no— one I can| There is no— one I can| Counsellors or other | There is no— one I can TV and/or radio There is no— one I can
12th go to for advice go to for advice professionals go to for advice programmes go to for advice
05 05 1.7 3.1 3.3 1.8
Average
number of 2.72 2.04 2.40 3.77 2.70 2.97
responses

* The average number of responses is culculated by dividing the total number of responses ( excluding “There is no-one I can go to for
advice” and “no response” by the number of comppeted questionnaires.
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Table II-5-8 The ideal environment for raising a child

(%)
Japan Korea Thailand USA France Sweden
Place where child | Place where child Financial aid for Place where child | Place where child Working
1st can play freely can play freely raising children can play freely can play freely environment etc.
67.6 707 28 485 418
Financial aid for Financial aid for Place where child Financial aid for Place where child

raising children raising children can play freely raising children can play freely

) Financial aid for \ Financial aid for
3rd N\ \ AN \ child} can leave my chlld | iging children | @R leaVe My Cllld|  1ising children
37.1

Working Places where I can] Places where I can Working Working
4th environment etc. | 80 foradvice etc. | go foradvice etc. | environment etc. | environment etc.
323 420 375 34.6 275
Sytt?m of ch|l.d— Working Working Syt(?m of ch|!d— Sytt?m of ch|l.d— Sytc.em of Chl|.d—
rearing vacation . . rearing vacation rearing vacation rearing vacation
5th 8 environment etc. environment etc. . . .
time 381 302 time time time
255 ’ ’ 20.1 20.7 12.0
Places where I can Sytc.em of Ch".d_ Syt(-.:m of Ch".d_ Places where I can| Places where I can| Places where [ can
6th go for advice etc. rearing vacation rearing vacation go for advice etc. | go for advice etc. | go for advice etc.
time time
250 278 225 130 18.4 11.6
Average
number of 2317 3.04 2.60 2.01 2.01 1.67
responses

* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding “nothing in
particular/don’t know”) by the number of comp,eted questionnaires.

(1) Ranking and Comparison with the Research from 1994

The items in first place in the ranking of each country are the same as in the
research results of 1994 (the UK in the previous research is replaced with France); parents
wish for “places where child and friends can play freely” in Japan, Korea, the United States,
and France, parents in Thailand wish for “financial aid for raising and educating children,”
and parents in Sweden wish for “a working environment that allows parents to spend
ample time.” The percentages of Japan, Korea, and Thailand have somewhat increased,
and the percentages have decreased by a few in the United States and Sweden. Since the
first place items for what most parents wish for in all the countries are the same for the
past 10 years, it could be considered that the environments for raising children have not
improved as well as the parents’ attitude toward improving the environments have not
changed.

In Japan, many parents wish for “places where child and friends can play freely”

(68%) ranked in the first place, and the percentage has slightly increased from the previous
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research. Second place in Japan’s ranking is “financial aid for raising and educating
children” that was also second place in the research of 1994, while its percentage has
significantly increased from 31% to 49%. Third in the ranking is “facilities where I can feel
comfortable leaving my child” (38%) that was fifth in the previous research. The significant
increase in percentage by 15% implies the increased demand by parents. Although the
position in the ranking has fallen from third to fourth, the percentage has increased from
29% to 32% for “a working environment that allows parents to spend ample time.” In
addition, as the increased percentages are also observed for “a system of parental leave
available to either of the parents” and “places where I can get advice and learn about
child-rearing,” the overall demand for a better and improved child-rearing environment
has apparently increased. The average number of answers per person has also increased
from 1.93 to 2.37.

The highest percentage in Korea is “places where child and friends can play freely”
in the first place. Compared to the result from 1994, it was also first place in the ranking
but the percentage has increased. The second place of the ranking has changed from
“facilities where I can feel comfortable leaving my child” (45%) to “financial aid for raising
and educating children” (70%) obviously with strong demands as indicated by the
percentage difference. “Facilities where I can feel comfortable leaving my child” has ranked

up to third place, and the percentage has increased from 45% to 56%.

Table II-5-9 [1994] The ideal environment for raising a child (%)
Japan Korea Thailand USA UK Sweden
Place where child | Place where child Financial aid for Place where child | Place where child @ B
1st can play freely can play freely raising children can play freely can play freely SRV fete
66.2 65.4 61.7 63.6 63.6 &\\{\\\\\\\\
Financial aid for Facilities where I | Place where child Facilities where | Facilities where I | Place where child
2nd raising children can leave my child can play freely can leave my child | can leave my child can play freely
31.0 445 46.6 50.3 451 38.5
Places where I can| Places where I can| Financial aid for Financial aid for Facilities where |
go for advice etc. | go for advice etc. raising children raising children can leave my child
421 441 296 29.2
Facilities where [ Working Working Financial aid for
can leave my child | environment etc. | environment etc. raising children
249 405 39.2 293 18.2
Facilities where.l Financial aid for |Sytem of child-rearing|Sytem of child—rearing| Sytem of child-rearing Sytem of child-rearing|
5th can leave my child raising children vacation time vacation time vacation time vacation time
226 26.5 2.6 217 183 99

Sytem of child-rearing| Sytem of child-rearing

\‘w‘\\\§ Places where I can | Places where I can| Places where I can
6th vacation time vacation time \mw\\\ nte “\\ go for advice etc. | go for advice etc. | go for advice etc.

187 14.7 215
&\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 19.1 130 66

Average
number of 1.93 217 2.35 244 1.99 1.54

responses

* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding “nothing in
particular/don’t know”) by the number of comp,eted questionnaires.
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In Thailand, “financial aid for raising and educating children” is the highest
percentage, same as in the research results of 1994 with a slightly increased percentage.
The second highest percentage of “places where child and friends can play freely” still
remains in the same position as in the 1994 ranking but with nearly a 10% increase. The
other notable items with increased demands of parents are “facilities where I can feel
comfortable leaving my child” (41%—52%) and “a working environment that allows parents
to spend ample time” (22%—30%).

In the United States, the item of “places where child and friends can play freely”
stays in the first place of the ranking, however the percentage has decreased from 64% to
54%. Also, from the second through sixth places in the ranking, the items and their
positions in the ranking remain the same as the results of the previous research: “facilities
where I can feel comfortable leaving my child” (50%—42%), “financial aid for raising and
educating children” (44%—37%), “a working environment that allows parents to spend
ample time*“ (39%—35%), “a system of parental leave available to either parent”
(28%—20%), and “place where I can get advice and learn about child-rearing” (19%—13%).
It is very interesting that all the percentages have decreased as a possible implication of
substantial improvement during the last 10 years.

In Sweden, “a working environment that allows parents to spend ample time”
(48%) stays in first place, and the percentage has somewhat decreased. There has been no
change in the second place of ranking with “places where child and friends can play freely”
while the percentage remains the same as the previous result. The percentage for
“financial aid for raising and educating children” has increased from 18% to 34% and has
moved up from 4th to 3rd in the ranking order. The percentage of “facilities where I can feel
comfortable leaving my child” has decreased from 29% to 24%. Based on these results,
people in Sweden satisfied with the working environment and facilities where parents can
leave their children for the most part.

Compared to the research results from 1994, the average number of answers per
person has greatly increased in the three Asian countries of Japan, Korea and Thailand. In
contrast, the average number of answers per person has decreased in the United States,
and it could imply certain improvements made in the child-rearing environment over the
past 10 years and the subsequent change in parents’ attitude in demanding for an

improvement.
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5. Experiences and Training before Parenthood (Q15)

Q15 [card 12]
Before becoming a parent (including the period during pregnancy), did you have any
experience caring for small children? Did you take any classes or study about

children? (Choose all that apply). (Multiple answer)

N

Took care of a small/younger brother and/or sister

Took care of small children of relatives, friends or neighbors
Was a babysitter at other people’s home

Learned at school

Participated in a class offered locally

Read books on child-rearing

Learned from TV and/or radio program

Learned from my own parents

© ©® N o g bk~ WD

Had never really learned or had any experience

We asked whether parents had any previous experience or training in caring for
children before becoming parents, providing 9 answer options for subjects to choose all that
apply. The options used for this question are exactly the same as the research in 1994 so

that we would compare and contrast changes in the results over time.

(1) Ranking & Comparison with the Research from 1994

In Japan, in the descending order of percentage, the ways parents gain experiences
in caring for children before becoming parents are “read books on child-rearing” (30%),
“learned from my own parents” (29%), “took care of the small children of relatives, friends
or neighbors” (29%), “took care of a small/younger brother and/or sister” (18%), and
“learned from TV and/or radio program” (11%). As it is led by reading child-rearing books,
Japanese parents tend to gain very limited experience in caring for children. These ways of
gaining prior experiences in caring for children and their ranking order have not changed
from the previous research in 1994. However, the percentage of each way of gaining
experience has decreased by approximately 10%: “read books on child-rearing” 39%—30%
(-9%), “learned from my own parents” 37%—29% (-8%), “took care of the small children of

relatives, friends or neighbors” 34%—29% (-5%), “took care of a small/younger brother
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and/or sister” 24%—18% (-6%), and “learned from TV and/or radio program” 21%—11%
(-10%). The average number of answers per parent has also decreased from 1.84 to 1.36. It
appears that individuals who did not have enough experience or training in caring for
children have now become parents with even less opportunities for the experiences than 10

years ago.

Table 1I-5-10 Experiences and Trainings Before Parenthood (Multiple Answer)
(%)

Japan Korea Thailand Sweden

Took care of

il
¥

Took care of

o s

Read books on Read books on R children of
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* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding ”
learned or had any experience” and ” no responses”) by the number of completed questionnaires.

had never really

In Korea, the highest percentage is “read books on child-rearing” (25%), and the
second highest is “learned from TV and/or radio program” (15%). Korean parents have even
less practical experiences in caring for children before becoming parents than Japanese
parents have. In the research of 1994, the percentage of “took care of a small/younger
brother and/or sister” was the second highest, but it is now down to the sixth place. As the
average number of answers per parent has also decreased from 1.59 to 0.80, the experience
and training before parenthood has decreased in the last 10 years. Japan and Korea are

similar in that their babysitting experience is almost none at about 1%.

227



In Thailand, the highest percentage is “took care of the small children of relatives,
friends or neighbors” (35%), followed by “took care of a small/younger brother and/or sister”
(32%). Parents in Thailand do seem to have had experience before becoming parents.
However, the overall percentage of experience shows a tendency to decline, and the average
number of answers per parent also decreased from 1.64 to 1.17.

The most number of parents in the United States answered that they “learned from
my own parents” (55%) as marked with the highest percentage. The second highest is “took
care of the small children of relatives, friends or neighbors” (39%), therefore these parents
have practical experience in taking care of children before becoming parents. The unique
characteristic of parents in the United States is that as many as 38% have been “a
babysitter at other people’s homes.” The order of ranking from the first to fifth places has
not changed from the research result of 1994. The sixth place is “learned at school,” which
has moved up in the ranking. Since “learned from TV and/or radio programs” has lowered
in the ranking from 6th to 8th place, it is understood that people are actually experiencing
childcare before becoming parents. Even though the average number of answers per parent
has decreased from 2.79 to 2.28, it is still the highest average among the six countries.

Parents in France answered that they had experiences or training in taking care of
children prior to becoming parents through “taking care of a small/younger brother and/or
sister” (28%), “learned from own parents” (27%), and “taking care of the small children of
relatives, friends or neighbors” (19%). Although these percentages are not so high, it shows
that parents have more practical childcare experiences than indirect learning experiences.
The average number of options chosen by a parent is 1.21 and is lower than Japan's
average.

The highest three percentage items in Sweden are “took care of the small children
of relatives, friends or neighbors” (39%), “learned from own parents” (39%), and “a
babysitter at other’s home” (37%). The total number of answer options is the second highest
following after the United States. There are parents who have gained experiences in caring
for children via public service or facilities outside of the family environment as certain
percentages are observed for “participated in a class offered locally” (20%) and “learned at
school” (19%). The average number of answer options per parent is 2.27, the 2nd most next
to the United States. However, the overall percentage has decreased; especially, the
percentage of “a babysitter at other’s home” was the highest percentage in the previous

research but has decreased considerably from 45% to 37%.
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Table IF5-11 [1994] Experiences and Trainings Before Parenthood (Multiple Answer)
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* The average number of responses is calculated by dividing the total number of responses (excluding

“had never really learned or had any experience” and ” no responses”) by the number of completed

questionnaires.
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Fig. II-5-3 Experiences and Trainings Before Parenthood (Multiple Answer) [by parent’s gender]
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(2) Gender of Parents

Let us take a look at the results by gender of parents, particularly on the major
items and “had never really learned or had any experience.”

First of all, it is noticeable that fathers show the largest number of responses for
“had never really learned or had any experience,” and the difference ratio between mothers
and fathers is significant. The countries with the largest number of responses for “had
never really learned or had any experience” are Korea (74%), France (58%), and Japan
(53%). In addition, 39% of mothers in Korea answered that they “had never really learned

or had any experience.”
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Compared with the research results from 1994, the number of parents who
answered that they “had never really learned or had any experience” has significantly
increased for both fathers and mothers in Korea and Japan. In contrast, the proportion of
fathers whose responses were “had never really learned or had any experience” has
decreased in Sweden for the research in 2005, implying that the other proportion of fathers
who experienced caring for children before parenthood has increased. For example, 25% of
fathers in Sweden experienced being a babysitter, and it is the highest percentage among

the six countries.
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For the other categories, mothers generally have more experience or training on

becoming a parent while fathers have significantly less experience or training in all six
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countries. There are relatively small differences by gender in Sweden and Thailand.

In the United States, there is a difference of 40% between mothers (57%) and
fathers (17%) for the experience of being “a babysitter at another’s home.” Although there
are a relatively large number of men with the experience of babysitting in the United
States, babysitting still seems to be viewed as work for women.

In case of Japan, 44% of mothers answered “read books on child-rearing” and it is
the highest percentage among the six countries. Although there are home economics
courses in Japanese junior-high and senior high schools where female students learn about
nurture and upbringing, only 10% of mothers’ responses were for “learned at school.” This
issue has resulted because either the parents are from a generation when nurture was not
required in home economics courses, or that they did not learn effectively even if they had
learned at school.

In the end, there is a vivid contrast in how the gender of parents is connected with
experience and thoughts about nurturing in the parents of Japan and Korea, to the

remarkable participation of fathers in child rearing in Sweden.
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Summary

To summarize the research results in terms of child rearing support, there is a
notable change in the fathers of Japan as to their responses of “I don’t spend enough time
with my child.” Only 28% of Japanese fathers had answered that not spending enough time
with their children was a problem in the study 10 years ago (4th rank), and the percentage
has increased to 41% (1st rank) in the research this time. Although fathers are concerned
about the short time spent with children, fathers’ interest and demand for the ideal
environment for raising a child are lower than mothers’, and the difference is the largest
among the countries. As for the experience and training in taking care of a child before
parenthood, there are many Japanese parents who learn about child rearing from books,
and there are a significantly small number of Japanese parents having actual experience in
caring for small children before becoming parents. The majority of fathers, especially,
answered that they “had never really learned or had any experience,” and the number of
those fathers has increased in the past 10 years.

Although there are an increasing number of people other than close family
members who are involved in raising a child directly or indirectly compared to 10 years ago,
there does not exist a really high interest and demand of parents for improving the
environment for raising a child in society as a whole. Especially, fathers have less
experience and interest than mothers do in child-rearing, and the difference between

fathers and mothers is substantial compared to the other countries.

(1) People Involved in Raising a Child

We asked parents what sorts of people have been involved in taking care of their
children from birth to the present time.

In all six countries, “spouse/partner” is listed the most by parents as a person who
is involved in raising their children. The other types of individuals ranked in second and
below vary depending on country. It is remarkable that many parents answered “babysitter
or housekeeper” as a person being involved in taking care of their children in the United
States, whereas the rates are particularly low in the Asian countries of Japan, Korea, and
Thailand. The percentage for “staff at extended care facility or after-school program” is
high in Sweden (36%), whereas it is very low and less than 1% in Korea and Thailand; thus

it varies significantly depending on each country.
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Looking at the average number of people involved in taking care of a child, Sweden
has the most (3.61) followed by the United States (3.39) and Japan (3.17), while the lowest
average is by Thailand (1.88).

The number of “my/spouse’s parents, brothers and/or sisters who live separately
from us” is greater for the families of working parents than for the families with a full-time
housewife/househusband in the United States, Korea, France, and Thailand, while the
numbers decrease in Japan and Sweden and the percentage of “my/spouse’s parents,
brothers and/or sisters who live with us” increases instead.

Compared with the survey result from 1994, there is no change in each country
that the “spouse/partner” is the number one person involved in taking care of a child. The
average number of items answered per person has increased in Japan, Korea, and the
United States. As observed in the increased number of associations with official childcare
systems and organizations, children in all countries are being raised through relationships

with various kinds of people.

(2) Concerns and Problems in Raising a Child

For the results of the survey question with up to 10 possible answer options asked
to parents on whether they had worries or problems in raising their children, parents in
Japan, Thailand, the United States, and France had the most worries or problems about
their “child’s safety,” "education expenses” in Korea, and “not spending enough time with
child” in Sweden.

To see the results split by gender of parents, mothers generally have more concerns
and problems than fathers do in all six countries. The only exception is the item “I don’t
spend enough time with my child” for which more fathers are concerned about than
mothers are. The most fathers who feel that “I don’t spend enough time with my child” are
in Korea (49%), Sweden (45%), and Japan (41%). Japan shows the largest difference of 25%
between fathers and mothers on this item: mothers 16% and fathers 41%.

It is a profound concern in all six countries for the families of both parents working
in terms of “having a child and a job is difficult.” If we limit the age of children between
10~12 years old in Japan, parents’ concern of “problem reflected to taking examinations or
graduation/advancement at school of child” comes tied in second place with an equal
percentage. As for the “problem reflected to taking examinations or
graduation/advancement at school of child,” it never makes to a rank higher than 5th place

in the United States, France, and Sweden even when the children get older. During the
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research in 1994, only 28% of Japanese fathers were concerned that “I don’t spend enough
time with my child,” while the percentage has increased to 41% in this research.
(3) The People/Source for Advice When Worries or Problems Arise

In all six countries, the most number of parents answered that they go to their
spouses or partners for advice when worries and problems arise. Second place in the
ranking is also the same in all six countries: “parents, brothers, and/or sisters.” When
comparing each country’s average number of answers, the most number is made by parents
in the United States (3.85), followed by Sweden (3.69). There are quite few types of people
to whom parents go for advice in Thailand (1.76).

To compare with the research of 1994, there are no changes in the 1st and 2nd
places in the rankings of all the countries; “spouse/partner” has been in 1st place and “my
parents, brothers and/or sisters” have been in 27d place for 10 years. The United States was
also the most in the average number of answers, followed by Sweden, in the previous as
well as the present research. The country with the least average number of answers was
Korea in the previous research, and it has changed to Thailand this time. In Japan, though
there has been almost no change in the order of ranking in the past 10 years, parents seem
to be seeking for advice from a more open network of people, such as relatives and friends,

rather than only from a limited family environment.

(4) The Ideal Environment for Raising a Child

We asked parents what sort of things they wish were available or were more
readily available when raising a child, and for them to choose from up to6 answer options.
The items ranking first in each country are the same as in the research results of 1994;
parents in Japan, Korea, the United States, and France wish for “places where child and
friends can play freely,” parents in Thailand wish for “financial aid for raising and
educating children,” and parents in Sweden wish for “a working environment that allows
parents to spend ample time.”

Compared to the research results of 1994, the average number of answers per
person has greatly increased in the three Asian countries of Japan, Korea and Thailand. In
contrast, the average number of answers per person has decreased in the United States,
and it could imply certain improvements made in the child-rearing environment over the
past 10 years, and the subsequent change in parents’ attitude in demanding for an

Improvement.
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To see the results for the ideal environment for raising children by gender of
parents, especially in Japan, there is a strong demand from mothers for “facilities where 1
can feel comfortable leaving my child,” as well as a large difference between mothers and
fathers in their demands. Even for every other item, mothers show more fervent wishes
and demands than fathers do, as Japanese fathers do not show much interest in the
environment for raising children. It makes a sharp contrast with the other two Asian
countries wherein both fathers and mothers have fervent wishes and demands for a better
environment for raising children.

For the answer option of “nothing in particular,” the percentage is higher for
fathers than mothers in all the six countries, while large differences between fathers and
mothers are observed in Japan and the United States.

Looking at the differences as to whether both parents are working or not, though
the differences are small, parents of families with a full-time housewife/househusband in
Japan show slightly stronger wishes for such items as “places where child and friends can
play freely,” “financial aid for raising and educating children,” “facilities where I can feel

»”

comfortable leaving my children,” “system of parental leave available to either parent,” and
“places where I can get advice and learn about child-rearing.”

In Korea and Thailand, similar as in Japan, parents of a family with a full-time
housewife/househusband tend to show stronger wishes for an ideal environment for raising
children. In contrast, in the United Sates and France, stronger wishes and demands for a
better environment for raising a child are observed among the families of both working
parents than the families with a full-time housewife/househusband. As for Sweden, parents
of a family with a full-time housewife/househusband show a fervent wish and demand for
the ideal child-rearing environment than parents of a family with both parents working on
all six items, same as in the research of 1994. Therefore, the trend remains basically the
same for 10 years.

There is a common tendency observed in Japan, Korea, Thailand, and France that
the younger the child, the stronger the demand of parents for “places where I can feel
comfortable leaving my child.” Moreover, the same tendency is observed for “a system of
parental leave available to either parent” for which the demand is stronger among the
parents of younger children; this tendency is also common in Japan, Korea, Thailand, and
France. As to the parents’ need for “places where child and friends can play freely” (which
is at 1st rank in several countries), there is no significant correlation observed with the age

of a child. However, the need or demand is somewhat strong among parents of children

236



between 4 and 6 years of age in Japan and Korea, among parents of children between 0 and
3 years old in Thailand, France, and Sweden, as well as among parents of children between
7 and 9 years old in the United States.

Basically, there has been no significant change in the trends according to the age of
children regarding the needs and demands for the ideal environment for raising children

since the research in 1994.

(5) Experiences and Training before Parenthood

In Japan, the ways parents gain experience in caring for children before becoming
parents include (in descending order): “read books on child-rearing” (30%), “learned from
my own parents” (29%), “took care of the small children of relatives, friends or neighbors”
(29%), “took care of a small/younger brother and/or sister” (18%), and “learned from TV
and/or radio program” (11%). As it is led by reading child-rearing books, Japanese parents
tend to gain very limited experience in caring for children. These ways of gaining prior
experience in caring for children and their ranking order have not changed from the
previous research of 1994. However, the percentage of each way of gaining experience has
decreased by approximately 10%.

Compared with the research in 1994, the average number of answer options per
parent has also decreased from 1.84 to 1.36. It appears that individuals who did not have
enough experience or training in caring for children have now become parents with even
less opportunities for the experiences than 10 years ago. In the United States and Sweden,
there are a relatively substantial number of people who have practical experience in
childcare before becoming parents.

The number of parents who answered “had never really learned or had any
experience” has significantly increased for both fathers and mothers in Korea and Japan.
In contrast, the proportion of fathers whose responses were “had never really learned or
had any experience” has decreased in Sweden for the research in 2005, implying that the
other proportion of fathers who experienced caring for children before parenthood has
increased. For example, 25% of fathers in Sweden have experience of being a babysitter,
and it is the highest percentage among the six countries.

For the other categories, mothers generally have more experience or training on
becoming a parent while fathers have significantly less experience or training in all six
countries. There are relatively small differences by gender in Sweden and Thailand.

(Katsuko Makino)
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